several of the low-power light micrographs lack definition and might well be replaced by line diagrams.
The book will be most useful to students of comparative placentology as a supplement to laboratory studies with the light microscope. To others, it will provide a fascinating glimpse of the complexity of the cells which separate the blood in the maternal and foetal circulations. J W S HARRIS Compendium of Emergencies by H Gardiner-Hill MD FRCP 3rded ppxii+427 £4-40 London: Butterworths 1971 The 27 contributors to the third edition of this compendium are all specialists writing for the nonspecialist and so the information given is not very detailed but aims rather to tell the generalist what the specialist possibilities are. The improvement of this third edition over the last is mainly due to two excellent new chapters on emergencies of geriatrics and of school age. The resulting increase in size (and price) could have been lessened by some pruning and this might have given the book more balance. Slightly more space, for example, is given to dental emergencies than to the more serious common emergency of poisoning. Stricter editing could also have avoided conflicting advice. Obsolete methods of artificial respiration are still given a place, while under chest emergencies direct insufflation is rightly called the most efficient method. The scattered information on cardiac arrest should be consolidated lest the reader misses the best account (under anesthetic emergencies). The brief advice on the paramedical subjects of toadstools and bee-stings will make the country doctor smile. Some contributors have been allowed to mention apothecaries' doses.
Such minor defects are not easily noticed, for general perusal of the book leaves a good impression. Practitioners who may be faced with all sorts of emergencies will find much of value in this book, for it covers the urgent aspects of a wide field of practice, including obstetrics and The past twenty years, since the first edition of this excellent book, have shown many advances in the understanding and treatment of cleft lip and palate malformations. Repeated editions reflect the popularity of the book, and the increase in the number of pages show how well Mr Holdsworth has added his own increasing knowledge and that of current advances. In this fourth edition, the fascinating first chapter on 'The Problem' is a new venture from the previous editions, and leaves little doubt as to the magnitude of the many aspects of the malformation and their management.
The book contains valuable information on such recent advances as orthodontic treatment prior to the closure of the lip cleft to give correct alignment of the upper alveolar segments, the foundation of the facial structure; and on the controversial subject of primary bone grafting of the alveolar gap. The difficult secondary corrections of lip and palate deficiencies are comprehensively described with simple clearness and understanding.
To anyone involved in the care of these patients this book will be of great value and, by virtue of simplicity, will be of help to others seeking advice on this subject.
The three cardinal aims of treatment, to make the patient 'look well, eat well and speak well', to which I would add a fourth, 'to breathe well', are those to which this book is directed.
I can only congratulate Mr Holdsworth on his profound understanding of the malformation and on the excellence of the book.
The Clinical Delineation of Birth Defects Part V Phenotypic Aspects of Chromosomal Aberrations edited by Daniel Bergsma MD pp 210 illustrated £7 New York: National Foundation -March of Dimes 1969 Edinburgh & London: E & SLivingstone The book consists of a series of clinical papers presented by a group of specialists, many of whom are well known as experts in human cytogenetics, at a conference held at Johns Hopkins Hospital, Baltimore, in May 1968.
First, the problem of the XYY syndrome is discussed. Then attention is drawn to the socalled Turner phenotype, in both sexes, where the chromosomes appear normal but where deformities produce a clinical picture similar to that found in females who have only one X chromosome instead of two. Such a condition has been, in the past, sometimes called Ullrich, Bonnevie-Ullrich, Noonan or male Turner syndrome. It is demonstrated that, for certain cases, in which tower skull, neck webbing, chest deformity and cubitus valgus are the main features, the inheritance is dominant and the disease goes by the name of Noonan's syndrome.
A detailed study is reported of the peculiarities. which accompany loss of part of chromosome.
No. 18. It makes a difference whether the shorter or longer arm is affected. Furthermore, the 'catcry' syndrome seems to be caused by deletion of the shorter arm of No. 5 and another, very similar, condition arises from corresponding deletion of No. 4 . Many other less well defined conditions are presented in some detail clinically and cytologically. Perhaps the most remarkable subject discussed concerns the syndromes in which there is a tendency towards chromosomal breakage in cell cultures. These diseases include a type of familial dwarfism, known as Bloom's syndrome, Fanconi's anmmia and the Louis-Bar syndrome or ataxia-telangiectasia. There is no reason to suppose that such chromosome fragmentation takes place in vivo; it may represent the consequence of a biochemical error common to the three conditions. L S PENROSE Surgical Techniques by Herbert Haxton BSC MD ChM FRCS pp ix + 199 illustrated £2-50 Bristol: John Wright 1970 This vigorously written, clearly illustrated, and well produced book records the achievement of a surgeon who has mastered operative technique by learning during a long career where he may cut surgical corners. He expresses his views clearly and forcefully, and is not afraid to advocate unorthodox practices. Most of us are brought up to shun 'key-hole' surgery, but the author removes the appendix through an incision 2 cm long. Operating speed is less prized than formerly, but the author records the times he takes to complete some of his operations, and he can accomplish cholecystectomy within fifteen minutes. He does this partly by simplifying and standardizing his technique, partly by operating in a keyed-up frame ofmind.
The book makes no claim to be comprehensive. The author uses selected abdominal, thoracic and other operations to display his methods and viewpoint. He has included a chapter on pectus excavatum because he has had extensive experience in treating this condition.
But who should read this book? Experienced surgeons are bound to find useful information and are unlikely to over-reach themselves in practising the techniques that are described. Inexperienced surgeons must learn their technique as apprentices at the operating table by watching, assisting, and being guided by masters, and Mr Haxton has doubtless trained many accompplished surgeons in this way. Tyros should not learn operating technique from a book, nor should they learn it, as Mr Haxton advocates, by doing it, rather than by watching others. If This book is not, as its title might indicate, yet another dreary catalogue of hackneyed anatomical facts. It is a remarkably comprehensive, yet concise, survey of virtually the whole field of modern anatomy, with chapters ranging from cytology to the history of the subject. Specialist authors have contributed some of the sections but a readable style and high quality are maintained throughout; especially good are the chapters on cytology, embryology and neuroanatomy. The accounts of the various systems include details of the relevant histology (including electron microscopy), biochemistry, physiology and clinical applications. The results of recent research receive due emphasis throughout and the text is liberally sprinkled with modem references. A large proportion of theseperhaps a disproportionate numbercite publications by the author, his students, and his immediate colleagues. Although these testify to the wide anatomical interests of the author, the book would be improved by a little more restraint here, especially since many of the references are to obscure journals (or even theses) which are not readily available. The systematic approach may not be ideal for beginners, but the book should prove a boon to postgraduate students and clinicians wishing to refresh and update a hazy background of anatomy. 0 J LEWIS International Journal of Psychiatry Volume 9, 1970-1971 edited by Jason Aronson MD pp vii+733 $20 New York: Science House 1970 'International Journal of Psychiatry' is now a misnomer for a publication which has had a chequered history. First starting as a monthly, it has now been forced to join the ranks of biennial publications. More important, it has had to forgo an international role, and concentrate on issues of importance to its readers in the United States and Britain. This volume is written by American psychiatrists and a handful of non-American authors and deals with topics relating to the troubled scene in the United States, such as drugs, community psychiatry, automation in regard to
